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TH5 HONEST AVOWAL 
OF 

SENTIMENTS 

AKDENT IN THJS CAUSE 
OP 

HIS COUNT*Rr 

WHICH THIS SERMON DISPLAYS, 
TSB JUTHOR 

SOLICITS 

THE RENEWED INDULGENCE AND CANDOR 

OF THOSE 

nrSO tlMinfED THE PUBllCATIONt 
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" Remember, O my Friends ! the laws, the rights. 
The generous plan of power delivered down 
From age to age, by your renowned forefathers ; 
So dearly bought, the price of fo much blood ! 
O let it never perifli in your hands ! 
But pioufly tranfmit it to your children. 
Do thou, gi eat Liberty, infpire our fouls. 
And make our RVes in thy poflelfion happy ; 
Or oifl- deaths glorious in thy juft defence !'• 

AoaisoN. 

" He who contends for freedom 

Can ne'er be juftly deem'd his Country's foe : 
No, >tis the wretch that tempts him to fubvert it, — 
The foothing flave, the traitor in the bofom, 
Who bcft dcferves that name : he is a worm 
That eats oiu alt the happinefs of nations." 

TaOMPSON. 



A 

SERMON 

O N THE 

PUBLIC FAST. 

M A Y 9, 1798. 



I I KINGS, XIX, 14, 

" JKD IIEZEKIAH RECEIVED THE LETTER BY THE HAND 

OF THE MESSENGERS, AND READ IT} AND HEZEKIAU 

WENT UP TO THE HOUSE OF THE LORD AND 

SPREAD IT BEFORE THE LORD," 

The reading of thefe words muft at once 
refer you to the pious condud of our excel- 
lent PRESIDENT, whofe proclamation affigns 
the folemn exercifes of this day. Devoutly 
imprelTed with this truth, that " the fafety 
and profperity of nations ultimately and 
effentially depend' on the protedtion and blefs- 
ing of Almighty god ;"-^airured that " the 
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national a^mntledgmei^ o£ Aia ♦ mtk j} « 
not only a duty which the people owe to 
him, but a duty whofe natural influence is 
favorable to the promotion of that morality 
and piety, without which, focial happinefs 
cannot fubfifl, nor the bkflings of a free 
government be enjoyed ; and that this duty, 
at all times incumbent, is fo efpecially in 
feafons of difficulty or of danger, whenexift- 
ing or threatening calamities, the juft judg- 
ments of GOD againft prevalent iniquity, are 
a loud call to repentance and reformation" — 
he recommendi to us, under the prefent 
critical and alarming fituation of the United 
iStates, humbly and earneftly to implore the 
Divine mercy and benedidlion, council and 
afliftance. Every pious heart will accord 
with his propofal ; every true lover of his 
country will engage in its fulfilment. For 
this, my fellow Chriftians and citizens we 
now affemble in the houfe of god — for this 
we have juft united in zealous and humble 
application to the throne of grace ; and to 
flrengthen thefe religious and patriotic fenti- 
ments is my defign in the few remarks I pro- 
pofe to make on the paflage of fcripture juft 
read to you. 



I SHALL firft briefly -narrate the v?i//?Qry 
with which it is connected ; * and then make 
thofe honeft reflecftions which the fubjed: and 
the occafion fuggeft. I fh^l] make, them 
with freedom, for I am an American j 
with ^nceriiy, for I am a Christian. I 
have no intereft to ferve, and no party to ad- 
vocate, but that of my country and of my 
religion. 

-. I. The perfon, whofe pious condudt at- 
tracts our obfervation in the paflage felecied 
for our text, was Hezekiah king of Judah. 
He began the adminiflratipn of his govern- 
ment by the moft commendable zeal for the 
irue religion. Truly religious and devout, he 
was not fatisfied with the mere reformation 
of prevailing corruptions, the abolition of 
idolatry, and the regulation of the ceremoni- 
als of public worfhip ; but be enjoined the 
entire fubmiffion of the afFedions and con- 
duit to that Supreme Being who is the 
moral governor of the univerfe, and under 
whofe favorable providence alone, nations 
and individuals are profperous and happy. 
He appointed a public celebration of the 
paffover. This folemn anniverfary feaft was 

* See 2 Kings xviii, and xix chapters : 2 Chron. xxix, xxx, 
xxxi and xxxii ; and Ifaiah xxxvi and xxxvii. 
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kept in grafefiil adcnowledgment of tHcir 
recovered freedom from the bondage of 
Egypt. It was calculated to cherilli a per- 
petual fenfe of their obligations to their 
divine delivererj and to excite a perpetual 
deteftation of flaVery. For feveral years its 
obfer Vance had been rtegledted. Hezekiah 
iffued a proclamation recommending its re- 
newal ; and folicited the concurrence of all 
the tribes. Though infidelity was prevalent 
in the land, and fome even ridiculed the pro- 
clamation,* yet there was ftill a great major- 
ity who obeyed the fummons, and aflifted 
at the folemnity. Their religious fervices 
Were accepted ; their humiliation and re- 
J>entance met the divine mercy. *' The 
priefts and the Levites arofe and blefled the 
people : and their voice was heard, and 
their prayer came up to his holy dwelling 
place, even unto heaven, "-f* Hezekiah pro- 
ceeded to renew the fervice of the temple, 
according to the original inftitution ; and to 
provide for the honorable maintenance of 
the priefthood ; both of which have an im- 
mediate reference to national virtue, refpedl- 
ability, and happinefs. Judah was once 

* 2 Chrnn. xxx. lo. 
f 8Chroii.xxx. •£. 



more in an honorable and :grofperous condi* 
tion. Recovering and cheriftiing the fenfe 
of their national freedom, and fpurning the 
Influence of-any foreign domination, the peo- 
ple began to cherifji a fe'ntirqerit of liberty, 
and' to enjojr advantages of profpeHty aticl 
peace '>Vhi6h they had not experienced fot 
many years. *' So there was gfea.t joy in Je- 
rufalem ; for fince the time of Solomon the 
fon of David king of Ifrael, there was not 
the* like in Jeruialem."* 

Hezekiah feemed fully fenfible that 
RELIGION I'stbe g/e^y of rv t^s.s ,'Jifid 
the Jirengtb. of then government. ^ His 
zeal and pi6)ty furhifli a IcflTohto all mngif 
trates, that their firft care '. ihould be to 
ftem the torrent of profaneaefs and impiety, 
and to propogate true religion, to which 
they ought to contributie both by authority 
and- example. This will be a certain way 
to fecure the bleffing of God both to their 
felves and the people. 

" Thus did Hezekiah throughput all Ju- 
dah, and wrought that which was good and 
right and truth before the Lord. And 'in 
every work that he began, (for religion aiid 

Chrqn. XXX. 27. 



for the ftate) he did it with all his heart and 
profpertd."* 

..^ucH was the king ;whom Sennacherib 
propofed.to dilpoflefs. Jllated with the fuc- 
cefs of his arms, againfl Samaria and other 
kingdoms, vain of his power and aiming at 
yniyerfal cpnqueft, he -thought with the fame 
?afg to fubdufe the tfibes of Ifrael and their 
GOD, as he had othej countries and theyr 

idols. 

♦ .-' • . ■ - " 

^ Unjust rulers always fcek for fomefpe- 
cibiis pretext to colour their proceedings'. 
Sennacherib took for his, the negle^ of Hez* 
ekiah to pay the tribute which had been ex- 
adted of Ahaz his predeceflor.-f- . This con- 
du«Sl was reproached as a violation of a pub* 
lie and juft treaty ;J but that it was juftifi- 
afele, is evident. Hezekiah, who had fo 
diftinguifhed his felf by a regard to morality 
and religion, would not difhpnor that char- 
acter by a flagrant adt of injuftice. He 
would fear, too, the difafFedion of his peo« 

r * 2 Chron. xxxi. :3, 2x. Compare s Ttinss, xviiL 3 — 8. 
+ -2 itiogi, xvili, 7. 



+ " Sennaciierib — lui rcptochoit d'avoirviole one Traifd 

public et iegit;3)e." 

SauriN; difc. hlflor. xiii. vol, 6. 



pie, the repfoaches of the prophefs," and the 
chaftifements of Heaven. It does not appear 
that Ifaiah condemns this procedure ; and 
facred hiftory mentions it, immediately after, 
as a trait of his patriotifm and piety. And, 
as the original exadtion was by compulfioni 
and the prefent demand unreafona'ble, we 
infer the fairnefs of ^/j- condud in refufing 
fubmiffion, and the injuftice of Sennacherib 
in threatening^ an invafion.* 

* " Pour decider cette queflion d'une maniere prdcife, il 
faudroit favoir au jufte comment Achaz T'etoit engage a Tigla^- 
Pilezer ; f'il n'avoit pa's abufe des circOnftances f&chenfes ofi 
Achaz fe trouvoit alors pour lui impoler un tribut exorbitant-; 
et f'il avoit obrerv£ toutes les conditions requires dans le traite i 
— Mais il femble qu'il y avoit eu de la violence de la part du roi 
d'Aflyrie, et qu'il avoit foiimis Achaz et fon Royaume i iin 
joxig rude parce qu'il voioit qu'on avoit befoin de fon fecour^. 
Car; enfin; le fervice qu'il rendit a Achaz n' itoh pas aflez coii- 
fiderable pour vouloir I'engager a etre fon vaflal a perpetuite." 
Saukin, di/c, hijloriques, xiii. vol, 6. 

{translated.'^ 
Preclfely to decide this queftion, one fliouldknow juftly upon 
what principles Achaz had made the engagement with Tiglah 
Pilezer j whether he had not taken advantage of the ftraitened 
pircuraftances in which he found the Ifraelites, with a defign af- 
terwards to render them tributary^ ; and whether he had obferv- 
ed all the conditions of the treaty ? But it feems that there had 
been fome inflances of violence on the part of the king of At 
fyria, and that he had brought the Ifraelites under a fevere yoke 
becaufe he faw they had need of his fuccours. Yet, really, tlje 
fervice which he had rendered them was not To confiderable as to 
make it their duty to become his perpetual vafials. 

(It will be remembered that this treaty was made in confe- 
quence of the affiitance afforded Ahaz againft the Syrians by 
whom he was invaded. Tiglah Pilezer fent him forces, and 
enabled him to fubdue-ihem.) 3, Rings, xvi. 7—10. 
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Hezekiah, fearing the worfti puthisfel^ 
in a pofture of defence. He made all pru« 
dent preparations for the fecurity of the na- 
tion. He fortified Jerufalem ; laid in a. 
great ftore of arms and provifions for the 
fiege ; ** Caufed all the people to be eni- 
rolled and marihalled for the tvar that were 
fit and able for it, placing over them captains 
of experience to inftrud them in all military 
cxercifes, and tocondud: and lead them forth 
againft the enemy whenever there fhould be 
occafion for it ;"* and he took care alfo to 
cut off, as much as poflible, all fupply: of 
water from the enemy. But ftill, wifhing 
to efcape the horrors of an open and difad- 
vantageous war, and felicitous to preferve 
the profperity to which the nation had ad- 
vanced, he fent envoys to propofe terms, of 
accommodation with the Affyrians j to re- 
move, if poffible, all mifunderftanding ; 
to fettle all exifting difficulties ; and to ref- 
tore harmony and peace. Sennacherib re- 
quired of them, as the conditions of pxefent 
negociation, the fum of three hundred talents 
of filver and thirty talents of gold ;"|- amount- 
ing to about one million £ve hundred and 

• Shuckford, vol. t, p. 22, and 2 Chron. 36(xii. 6, 7, 
f 2 Kings, xviii. 14, 31. Compare Ifiu xxxvi, 16. 



lixty dollars, of our money : * and a pro- 
mife of farther tributary aid as he fhould 
need or require. Hezekiah conceded to 
the unreafonable requifition : but, to pay 
the enormous fum demanded, he was obliged 
to exhauft his treafuries, to take away the 
gold and filver veflels of the temple, and even 
to fl^rip that facred houfe of the very orna- 
ments which his own piety had confecrated. 
We may prefume that he took this meafure 
inconfiderately and unadvifedly j and, not 
prefumptuoufly as Ahaz had done before 
him :-f but certainly it was a very wrong one, 
for " the captain of the Lord^s inheritance** 
to have recourfe to ;;}; nor did it go long un- 
chaftifed.i The refpite he had fo dearly 
bought lifted but a little time : For the 
treacherous Aflyrian, having received the 
money, the lofs of which, he faw, difquali- 
fied Hezekiah for war, in total difregard of 
the compa(5t they had juft made, and in di- 
red: violation of the law of nature and nations, 
(after an unfuccefsful defcent upon Egypt,) 
fent three of his principal officers — Tartan, 

* Brerewood de ponder, ei pret. vet. num. s, $, 

f 2 Chron. xviih zu 

■ ■ % Grotius, in loc. 
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Rabfaris and Rabfhakeh,* from Lachifh to 
demand of him the immediate furrender of 
his capital. Hezekiah appointed three fpe- 
cial ambafTadors, (Eliakim, Shebna, and 
Joah-f) to hold a conference with them with- 
out the city. Rabfliakeh, more expert in 
haranguing than his con-deputies, made a 
fpeech, infulting and reviling the govern- 
ment and religion of Judea, and bloated with 
the pride, falfe politics and impiety of his 
own nation. J 

As he fpoke very loud, and in the Hebrew 
tongue, the commiflioners (apprehending 

* Thefe are not the proper names of men, but denote their 
employments and offices. Tartan, fignifies the prefulent of the 
coancil ; Rabfaris, the chief eunuch i aad RabJ/iaieh, the prin- 
cipal cup bearer, or chamberlain. 

See Calmet's diftionary. 

t Eliakim, was high fteward ; Shebjia, fecretary of nate ; 
and Joah, mailer of requeAs. See Vat ablvs. 

% Rab-fake, plus expert a harangner que fts con-d^putez, et 
plus habile k parler la langue des Hebreux, fir un difcours k 
haute voix, ou Ton appercevoic des traits de I'orguei], de la faufe 
politique, et de l'impiet£ de fon monarque Sennacherib." 

Jerom, Pkocopids, Vitringa, and others, have produced 
reafons to prove that this chief fpokefman had been formerly 
a JewiQi Prieft; but had apoftatized from his religion in order 
to get a place in the admiDiftration under the AfTyrian anti- 
iheocracy. 

From the fluency with which he fpoke Hebrew it is at leaft 
apparent that he had travelled iuto Judea. 
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that the people, who had colleded on the 
wall to obferve whatpafled, might hear and 
be intimidated by the difcourfe) demanded 
that he would fpeak in the Syrian language 
which they underftood very well,* and not 
in the Jew's language, which the people 
would overhear. But to influence and in- 
timidate the common people, and to impair 
their confidence in their rulers, •f appeared ta 
be his objedt ; and he replied more vehe- 
mently and loudly : "i Hath my mafter fent 
me to thy mafter and to thee to fpeak thefe 
words ? i hath he not fent me to the men 
that fit on the wall ?" that is, " our bufinefs 
is with the people, and not with the govern- 
ment." Upon which he expreflly addrelTed 
the people ; endeavoured to excite in them 
a diflike to the perfon, and a diftruft in the 
adminiftration of their chief magiftrate, tell- 
ing them that he had deceived them,;|: that 
the hope he encouraged of divine help would 
avail them nothing ; that, inftead of heark- 
ening to him, they had better difcard him i 

* " The Syrian language was then, fays Dr. Gill, [on Ifaiah 
xxxvi. II,] comUiiDn in all courts as the French is now; and 
was learned for the fake of negociatiojp..or comnierce.'' > 

t e Chron. xxxii. t8. 

% Ifai. xxxvi. 14. 
C 
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and, (repeating his demand for more mo- 
ney*) advifes Aem to join them in a com- 
mon caufe, encouraged by the promife of en- 
joying greater liberty and profperity : though 
(as Dr. Gill fhrewdly remarks) " he does not 
tell them how long they fhould enjoy them." 
Nay he even betrays the intended purpofes 
6f this propofed alliance. " Ye Ihalleat 
every one of his own vine and every one of 
his own fig tree, and drink every one the 
waters of his own ciftern." Happy liberty 
and equality ! but mark what follows ; *' un- 
til I come and take you to a land like your 
own." So they muft be expatriated, and 
their own country, perhaps, divided or fold 
amongft their conquerors ! Laftly he pro- 
pofes to them to make an agreement with 
him by a prefent.-f- and concludes by bidding 
them beware left Hezekiah Ihould perfuade 
them to truft in the Lord, to ftand up in. 
their own defence, or not to liften to JIji's pro- 
pofals. 



* " O Gives, Gives, quzrenda pecunia primnm eft I 
Fcdera, leges, libertas, virtus, pod aummos." 



-t' irai. xxxvi. i6. — " A mod infolent and unrighteous demand 
this, (fays Dr. Gill) when he had already received three hundred 
talents ot'&lver and thirty of gold to withdraw bb army." 
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As Rabfhakeh was a very eloquent man, 
the envoys of Hezekiah had great reafon to 
dread the efFedl of his plaufible argumfents 
on the people of Judah, efpecially as thejif 
had on feveral occafions Ihewn but too little 
confidence in their own leaders or refpedl for 
their own government, and had been repeat- 
edly feduced by foreign influence and en- 
flaved by foreign power. But the good 
eonduft of their excellent fovereign, in whofe 
wifdom and prudence they fully confided* 
and the revived influence of religious princi- 
ples, had produced fuch happy efFeds upon 
their minds, that they liftened to thefe vain 
boaftings with filent indignation. So far 
from difaffedling them with the government 
under which they were happily placed^ or 
creating the leafl: difunion, they ferved rather 
to increafe thpii; love to their country, their 
ruler, and their religion. 

The Jewifli envoys following the infi:ruc* 
tions of the embafly* made no rejoinder to 
the remonfl:rance of the Aflyrians : but re* 
turned to Hezekiah to acquaint him with 
the difappointment of their miflfion. He 
fent to the prophet Ifaiah to afk that coun^ 
Cel of the Lofd which fo critical and alarm- 

* Ifai. x«xvi., 21. . 
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ing a jun£tuj?e demanded : and received in 
return that encouragement which his attach- 
ment to religion and the welfare of his coun- 
try merited. 

In the mean while Sennacherib raifed the 
feige of Lachifh and inverted Libnah. Here 
it was that he received intelligence tjiat his 
country was invaded by a new and formida- 
ble foe ; Tirhakah, king of Ethiopia : to 
attack whom, he quitted his projed againft 
Hezckiah : but firft fent him a letter in 
which his threats and invedives were re- 
peated againft the nation and the religion of 
the Jews. Menaces, by the way, of which 
his own death, by the hands of his fons, and 
a confequent revolution in the government, 
prevented the execution * 

He^ekiah, having read the letter, went 
into the temple ; and, fpreading it before the 
Lord, prayed for his counfel, affiftance and 
fupport ; and humbly and devoutly referred 
the caufe to him. This behavior was very 
befitting the occafion, and dilplays his piety 
in a moft pleafing point of view. His prayer 
was perfedtly agreeable to the divine will : 
and Ifaiah was commiflioned to comfort him 
immediately with an affurance of the Lord's 
approbation and proteflion. ' 
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This, my hearers, is the fimple narrative 
of fadts which ftand conheded with our 
text. It is a mirror in which we behold our 
own country, its prefent circumftances, and 
foreign relations. Throughout we fee the 
manly firninefs, the patriotifm, and the piety 
of Hezekiah. The fequel fhews the won- 
derful interpofition of the deity in defence 
of his injured people and character againft 
thofe who difregarded them. And the whole 
ferves to recommend to us an imitation of 
the example of the good kingof Judah re- 
corded in our text : that of looking to god 
in every emergency which threatens our na-- 
tional peace, or endangers diredly, or indi- 
redtly our civil or religious privileges. 

We acknowledge that as god is the crea- 
tor, fo he is the governor of the world ; that 
his Providence extends to all things and per- 
fons in it j and that all events are under his 
diredlion and fubjeft to his control. Hence 
the propriety of feeking to him, on this crit- 
ical jund:ure of our public affairs, for " that 
wifdom which is profitable to dired:" our 
councils i and for that affiftance which is 
effediual to fecure our peace. • 

Every thing, indeed, wears an unprom- 
ifing, but, I truft in god, not a defperate 
afpedt. If we are but united and firm, wife 
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and virtuous, we may ftill be invincible and 
fecure, free and happy. Fortunately inde- 
pendent on every nation on earth, it becomes 
to be wholly fuperior to foreign prediledion 
and influence. Laying afide all party fpirit, 
perfonal animofities, and groundlefs jealouf- 
ies, we ought to yield to the conciliating in- 
fluences of a generous confidence in our gov- 
ernment ; and ferioufly confider the import- 
ant fubjed of our common welfare. Warm- 
ly attached to our own country, let its in- 
terefts, its glory, its profperity and its peace, 
be the objedts of our prime concern j and to 
advance and perpetuate them, the exertion of 
our bcft endeavours. In its fate is involved 
that of every citizen. Wc mufl: ftand or 
fall with the conftitution. 

^Sh ALL the duration of our liberty bemeaf- 
iired by the lives of thofe who procured it ? 
i fliall they even furvive it ? Twenty two 
years have not yet elapfed fince we claimed 
INDEPENDENCE, and HOW we fee its fpirit 
declining. Alas ! j muft the heroes, the pat- 
xiots, who purchafed the boon with the ex- 
penfe of their fortune and at the hazard of 
their lives, fee us negligent of the pwe, or 
weakly furrender the privilege ! No. Let 
us pledge ourfelves as true Americans to- 
cherifli and maintain, next to our religioi^ 
the genuiae fpirit of repujblicaa freedom* 



Nothing llfiall wfeaken our concern for the 
pubUc weal. We will never give up our 
invaluable rights and privileges. We will 
never betray a timidity, a meanefs, or a, hu- 
miliation unworthy the character of a brave, 
a fpirited, and a free people. On the prefent 
alarming crifis, which calls for the enthe 
unanimity of all ranks and orders of the peo- 
ple to give weight, ftrength, and efficiency to 
our government, we will difcover our full 
confidence in the wifdom and integrity of 
our rulers, our warm and unequivocal ap- 
probation of the wife and temperate fyftem 
which they have hitherto purfued with re- 
gard to foreign nations, and our readinefs to 
concur and tx)-opcrate with every meafure 
they may find it necefTary to adopt for pre- 
serving the constitution, FREEDOM, and 

INDEPENDENCE of the UNITED STATES. 

Veneration for the memory of our pi- 
ous anceftors, gratitude for the ftruggles of 
our brave foldiers in the late fuccefsful con- 
teft for liberty, our duty to pofterity, zeal 
for the public good, the great principles of 
felf prefervationi all jufl:ify decent and pru- 
dent meafures for fecurity and felf defence : 
and all forbid us to become tributaries or de- 
pendants on any foreigi||power. If nothing 
but proftration of our national chara(5ter, or 
relinquifhment of our national independence, 



will fuffice ; — if thefe be the terms of negocl- 
•ation or the price of peace ; and if our re- 
lutflance or .denial be refented by a declara- 
tion of war, our laft refource muft be with a 
Iblemn appeal to god for the juftice of our 
cauie to vindicate the honor of our country 
and Religion, at every hazard ; confidently 
trufting in Heaven for affiftance and fuccefs. 

Let us firft devoutly intreat tJie Almighty 
Being, who was the god of our fathers, and 
has been fignally our deliverer and friend, 
ftill eminently to blefs us in the continued 
enjoyment of our civil and religious privi- 
leges, our national profperity and peace : and 
to give the much defired ifi'ue, the moll hap-. 
py fuccefs to the conciliatory and pacific 
meafures propofed by our government in the 
prefent negociation in Europe. 

And oh may he look down in mercy on 
his frail and degenerate creature man ! put 
an end to thofe delufions which difhonor his 
charad:er and debafe out's ; fubdue that fpirit 
of pride and contention which lays wafte his 
works and diftrefles his children ; and fpeed-' 
ily extend the bleffing^pf peace, free- 
dom, and PURE religion, to all the na- 
ti<Mis of the earth l,'^ And let all the people 
lay. Amen. 



